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by the strange general to the War Office, a miserable, mealy-
mouthed, lame apology.   I reproduce it hereunder in full:

"In reference to 33rd Division letter A.01/36/430, dated
27/4/19, to the Assistant Military Secretary lines of com-
munication :

" i. I believe that my words as to the capacity for the c success-
ful leadership 3 of Lieut.-Colonel Hutchison are liable to mis-
interpretation. This officer undoubtedly showed great powers
of leadership in the field, as is shown by the numerous testimonials
to that effect from general officers under whom he has served.
I wish to qualify my remark as to Lieut.-Colonel Hutchison's
leadership by saying that I do not think his experience was
conducive to his being a successful administrator under peace
conditions.

" 2. The above is what I should have said in my original
recommendation. At the time when I made this recommendation
the majority of the Units of the 33rd Division were not in a good
state of organization, due to extensive demobilization and to the
arrival of drafts from many different Units outside the Division.
The Policy concerning the employment of the Division, which
you will remember was one of those sent to the lihes of com-
munication, was not very definite ; but one thing I clearly
understood was that we were liable to be sent to some sphere of
active operations at very short notice. Under the circumstances
I felt as I do now that I had no option but to remove Lieut.-
Colonel Hutchison from his Command. In my letter I recom-
mended that he should be given a further chance by being placed
as second-in-command of some other battalion. In no way did
I intend that any disgrace should be attached to Lieut.-Colonel
Hutchison, who, though he possessed the soldierly qualities
necessary to successful leading in action, undoubtedly lacked the
experience necessary to successful demonstration in peace.

" 3. In reference to Lieut.-Colonel Hutchison's action with
regard to the Quartermaster this case occurred before I joined
the Division and I submit bears out my remarks about lack of
experience.

" 4. I should like to put in an earnest plea that in recognition
of Lieut.-Colonel Hutchison's gallant and successful leadership
in the field, and in view of the totally altered conditions which
now apply, his removal from the Command of the Regiment
should be cancelled and that he should be permitted to retire